CTSA POD Call October 7, 2025 | 12:00 PST

Attendees:
Dan Cooper, UC Irvine
Andria Meyer, UC Irvine
Nancy Pandhi, University of New Mexico
Ashley Kapron, University of Utah
Tong Sun, University of Washington
Sally Radovick, University of Arizona
Molly Belinski, UC San Francisco
Janine Higgins, University of Colorado
Tung Nguyen, UC San Francisco
Jenny Majersik, University of Utah
Carla Cordova, University of New Mexico
Rachel Hess, University of Utah

Agenda and Minutes:

1- CTSA national meeting updates
Discussion if CTSA National Meeting is to take place in lieu of Government Shutdown. CCOS relayed that it is planned to still occur. Discussion on how poster session will be managed and general conference administration.
2- Availability of funds for RC2, R25 and CCIA
Discussion on whether these other mechanisms have adequate funding and if they are likely to be awarded even with good scores. Question raised to the group regarding who has these other mechanisms. Rachel Hess relayed that Utah has an RC2 and an R25. Concern in general about the effort needed to put in these awards in relation to likelihood of funding. Can we ask what a realistic funding line is for an RC2 for example to provide clarity?
3- Discussion on health disparities solutions
Discussion on what we are doing in relation to NIH vision statement and health disparities and solution-oriented research. Question to the group about how they interpret this. Colorado has a committee to address solution-oriented research “studio” style prior to submission of awards. It was noted that it has been well received by investigators. Something targetable such as looking at allostatic load in various populations was discussed. Interactions between a patient and a physician can be powerful in making change. Question on how we in general respond to these new initiatives. Institutional level commitment is critical but CTSA can have an influence in these institutions. Suggestion that you can even rank pilots based on how they address these priorities.
4- Discussion on role of ACTS
Discussion on the role of ACTS in regards to the CTSA’s. Discussed the history of the GCRC times and the PI collaborative that met independently and it was felt that they were a powerful influence. Many agree that we have not heard much from ACTS in recent history. 

	

Meeting Adjourned, Next meeting I scheduled for November 4, 2025.
